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The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame Week 2 

I have had some really positive feedback about the first week of our lessons based on Wind in the Willows 

– thank you for that and for all the work you have shared with me. It has been lovely to see your ideas, 

vocabulary, creativity and handwriting! 

Our next exciting instalment is Episode 2 – The Open Road 

Don’t forget you can listen to the BBC as an audiobook: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq 

(free, but you might have to sign in, or find it on the BBC Sounds app) 

And read the script, which you can download from the Class homework page: 

https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.php  

This week we are going to revise ‘Show not tell’ which we worked on a lot when we were studying An 

Indian in the Cupboard, I wonder whether if you can remember that long ago?! 

Each week I am going to set some tasks based on one of the episodes which will hopefully help and inspire 

you to do some writing. Yes! I would love to see some writing from you, don’t worry, the tasks will help 

you to build up to what you need to do. 

Task 1 
 
Look up, tell, 

read and 
listen. 

The first task is to get familiar with Episode 2. 
 
But before you get started, look up these words and write their meanings in your book, 
it will help you along the way: 
 

acquaintance, conceited, disembark, occupation, brazen, axles 
 
Here is a good online dictionary if you don’t have a paper one. 
 
Can you tell the story so far to a nearby adult? 
 
Now read the script and have a pencil and paper ready as I am sure there will be other 
words that you might want to look up. 
 
You can use the audiobook too, if you like, it is beautifully read or share it with an adult. 

Task 2 
 

Get all 
emotional! 

So what can you remember about ‘Show Not Tell’ talk to a nearby human and explain 
what you think it is. 
 
For a refresher, have a look at this video, which explains it clearly. 
 
So when we are writing, we want to show our reader how our character is feeling by 
describing what they are doing, saying or looking like, rather than just telling them. It 
makes your writing more interesting. 
 
Here is a list of emotions (or you could come up with your own): 

furious, excited, unhappy, joyful, surprised, disgusted, angry, brave, peaceful 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq
https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.php
https://chambers.co.uk/search/
https://9313128-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/james_webster_north-leigh_oxon_sch_uk/ERTmTzGzJEpBjxyR320LS2cBfuqTcaXjQTV7BvzFkD6DIg?e=k95Ghb
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Have a go at acting them out and fill in the table (below) showing me what was 
happening to your face, body and voice for each emotion. 
 
You could turn this into a game: Put the emotions on to bits of paper, fold them up and 
pick them at random, see if you can guess the emotion that someone else acts out! 

Task 3 
 

Examples 
from 

Episode 2 

Now that you have recalled how to ‘show Not tell’, we are going to see how Kenneth 
Grahame (KG) uses the technique. Have another look at Episode 2 page 1. We are 
introduced to Toad, first by Rat describing him and then KG describes what happens 
when Mole and Rat go to meet Toad. 
 
Find and copy out some examples of KG telling us what Toad is like and some examples 
of KG showing us and what that tells us about Toad. For example: 
  

Tell  Show 
Rat says he’s always good-tempered.  He shook the paws of both warmly – this 

tells us he was happy to see them. 
   

 
You can also find examples from anywhere in Episode 2. 
Hint – have a look at what happens immediately after the motor-car roars by. 
 

Task 4 
 

Your own 
version… 

Now we are going to use ‘Show not tell’ in your writing to help us understand how a 
character is feeling. 
 
We are going to re-write the section where the car roars passed on the high-road. 
 
I would like you to choose a different animal as your main character (eg, cat, dog, deer, 
hedgehog etc.). 
 
Using show not tell, write three paragraphs describing how your animal is feeling when: 

1. they first spot the car ‘advancing at incredible speed’ 
2. when the car whizzes by in a ‘blast of wind and a whirl of sound’ 
3. once the car is a ‘speck in the far distance’. 

 
Remember! Don’t tell me, show me through what the animal does, how it sounds and 
what it looks like. 
 
Have fun using lots of lovely description! Write a first draft, read through out loud for 
sense and then edit any spellings and punctuation corrections. 
 
I’d love to see what you come up with, take a photo and email it to me. Do ask me 
questions if you are not sure about anything. 
 
Good luck! Mr Webster.  
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Task 2 – Showing Our Emotions 

Emotion Face Body Voice 

Happy 

Big smile 
Wide eyes 
Raised eyebrows 

Jumping for joy 
Clapping hands 
 

Giggling 
High pitched 
Excited 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


